
The Opticians Association of America State Society 

May/June 2016 Newsletter                                                                    Editors: Mustafa Asif  

Date:  Tuesday, May 17, 2016  

Venue:  Hilton Houston -Westchase  

Address:  9999 Westheimer Rd  

                   Houston, Texas 77042  

Phone:     713-974-1000  

Registration:  5:30 pm  

Dinner:   6:30 pm  

ABO Credit:  7:30 pm  (1 Hr)  

 

Register Online: www.coat.tv  

Text:           713ð 890-2520  

Registration Deadline May 15th  

Speaker: 

Alessandro Baronti  

VP of Sales Wholesale  

North America - West  

 Luxottica is the global leader in the design, manufacture and distribution of fashion, luxury 

and sports eyewear with high technical and stylistic quality. Among its core strengths, a strong and 

well-balanced brand portfolio that includes iconic proprietary brands such as Ray-Ban, Oakley, 

Vogue, Persol, Oliver Peoples and Alain Mikli, as well as highly  attractive and prestigious licenses 

including Giorgio Armani, Burberry, Bulgari, Chanel, Dolce&Gabbana, Michael Kors, Prada, Ralph 

Lauren, Tiffany & Co., Versace and Valentino. Product design, development and manufacturing takes 

place at Luxottica's 12 factories globally: six of them are located in Italy, three in China, one in the 

United States.  The last two plants in Brazil and India serve the local markets. 

Reps Attending: Mark Mixon, Amanda Fruge, Jennifer Lopez, Jeanine Solomon, Cheryl Lavender,  

Nicole Rainey, Diane Glover, Colleen Neal, Debra Straney 
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Established in 1926, the Opticians Association of America (OAA) serves  
as the only national organization representing opticianry's business,  
professional, educational, legislative and regulatory interests.  

 

OAA fosters, supports and sponsors programs of competency certifica-
tion, licensing and continuing education for professional development.  

 

For more information please contact the Opticians Association of Ameri-
ca's home office at 3740 Canada Road, Lakeland, TN 38002, 901.388.2423, 

chris_allen14@att.net, or www.oaa.org.  

    

Alessandro Baronti  is the 
Vice President of Sales 
Wholesale North America ï
West for Luxottica. He is  
responsible for sales of      
Luxottica wholesale division 
for half of the US territory for 
both Eye Care Professionals 
and Strategic accounts. He 

graduated from the University of Florence with a 
degree in Agronomy. He has been associated 
with Luxottica since 1997. Making his way up the 
success ladder with hard work and determination. 
He has proven himself to be a great mentor and a 
leader in the optical industry. His philosophy as a 
leader is that, a leader should be a person of 
good values with a helping hand approach, a car-
ing spirit and a believing attitude. In 2013, he was 
one of the 50 members of One-Sight team Thai-
land in an international mission that allowed them 
to give the gift of sight to over 5000 underprivi-
leged people.  

Course Description: 

The Art of Retailing 

The dispensary is an extension of an optometric 
practice that unlocks the retail opportunity. The 
retail space must be designed to attract and cap-
ture patientsô attention, engage them on an emo-
tional level, and create a unique shopping experi-
ence. The Art of Retailing begins with five touch 
points to create the ideal experience to transition 
the patient to a consumer. (1) Store Design       
(2) Curated Assortment (3) Story Telling            
(4) Knowledgeable Staff (5)Digital. 
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Hello Members, First of all I would like to Thank 
each and everyone who attended the meeting in 
March at Mezban Restaurant. Alcon and ABB 
Concise provided the dinner while the CE was 
provided by Maui Jim. COAT appreciates all the 
support that we get from different manufacturers 
and we should support them in any way we can. 
David Burch was a great speaker and he had the 
crowd focused all night long with his creative 
teaching methods and by the end of the night eve-
ryone left with a better understanding of how to 
analyze and present the benefits of selling  polar-
ized sun glasses compared to regular tinted 
lenses. 

One of our main goals as COAT leadership is to 
promote the profession of opticianry in the state of 
Texas. We are working with the Opticians Associ-
ation of America to educate the local residents of 
the state.  I would also like to encourage all mem-
bers to sign up for the OAA Royalty program with 
VisionWeb. The details are on the next page. This 
helped COAT in the past and it is off no cost to 
you. We could use all the support we can to make 
it a great organization.  

We have some excellent CE opportunities coming 
up this year, encourage your fellow opticians to 
attend COAT meetings and also if they are not 
one, ask them to become an annual member.  

We have to become opticians who provide a     
complete vision solution to our patients. COAT is always looking for your  valuable 

suggestions, questions, comments, ideas, 
thoughts, etc.,  

Please do not hesitate to contact me via              
Email: coatpresident@yahoo.com  

Phone or Text: 713-890-2520.  

 

We look forward to seeing everyone at the 

meeting on Tuesday, May 17, 2016 

 

 

Your COAT President  

Mustafa Asif,  
ABOC  

mailto:chris_allen14@att.net
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Hp2d6QxYud_LI2s76-plq1EOVpHzCZPs3AiqdiHKXhj6Q85445gmaZ9NqVcYpCcYcYIqxQcLTtfEgZY-hUYiYGI121Hnet7yS4rPTW4VJ3GHQufoUfqJ9w_z7MNexZDBdqh0-AW5jCljQpAjwSwM356rlx_-bFk6&c=fRm98aUhwkkRjDaL81FG6iFpQp7hs3MuS8sUglx-61LZPPe4Y_koGQ==&ch=Wg5Tz
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Streamline Your Practice and Support COAT! 

By ordering ophthalmic products through VisionWeb, 
you can earn non-dues revenue for our state with the 
VisionWeb OAA Royalty Program. In addition to 
streamlining your practice though online ordering, 
every order you place will help our state association  
to earn royalties that will help fund membership build-
ing and practice enriching programs. 
 

Whatôs more, using VisionWeb to place your eyecare 
product orders online is FREE, and VisionWeb does 
not interfere with your supplier pricing relationships  
or buying group discounts, so you can continue to en-
joy your discounts when you place your orders online 
through VisionWeb. 
 

How Does the Program Work? 

All OAA members who use VisionWeb are eligible to 
participate. To register, simply log in to 
www.visionweb.com and click the OAA Royalty Pro-
gram registration button. Once you register, all orders 
placed by any member of your staff will count towards 
your practiceôs order total for the annual earning peri-
od, which runs from April - March each year. 
 

Once your practice places 600 orders during the earn-
ing period, a 1% royalty is earned on the transaction 
fee paid by the 1200 suppliers with whom you order, 
approximately $1 per order. Place orders during this 
time and we will increase the royalty percentage to 2%, 
place over 2,400 orders and we will increase the royal-
ty percentage to 3%. Get Started Today! 
 

Take advantage of the program and FREE online order-
ing by registering with VisionWeb today.  Register 
online at www.visionweb.com, or if you need addition-
al help, please contact VisionWeb Customer Service at 
(800) 874-6601. 

A Huge shout out to Maui 
Jim and David Burch for 
providing the CE for the 
night. COAT would like to 
thank Maui Jim and Its 
Reps Nhu Ho and Jimmy 
Yarbrough for organizing 
it for us. We appreciate 
all  the support and hope 
to continue it in the future 

Thanks to Alcon 
Rep Cheryl Col-
vard, District 
Manager Sally 
Welch and ABB 
Concise Rep 
Adriana Ayala (L-
R) for supporting 
COAT 

We had a full house at Mezban Restaurant, It was 
great to see opticians in Houston and its surround-
ing areas to continue to make themselves better 
opticians, who can serve society at a professional 
level. Thank You COAT members for attending. 
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Ã Optician 

 

Ã OD 

 

Ã MD 

 

Ã Office Manager 

 

Ã Billing Staff  

 

 

Ã Lab Tech  

 

Ã Student 

 

Ã Other _____________ 

2016 Annual COAT Application 

 
First Name: _____________________________ Last Name: ______________________________ 

 

Mailing Address: ____________________________________________________________________ 

 

City: ___________________________________ State: __________ Zip: ____________________ 

 

Email: __________________________________________ Phone: ____________________________ 

 

Practice / Business: _________________________________________________________________ 

 

Check all that Apply: (Please Select one and enter Certification or License number) 

 

Ã ABO  ____________________   
 
Ã NCLE  ____________________ 
 
Ã COT  ____________________ 
 
Ã COA  ____________________ 
 
Ã COPE ____________________ 
 
Ã Other  ____________________ 
 

 

2016 Annual Membership Fee is $75          (Please make Check or Money Order Payable to COAT) 

 

 

Method of Payment: _____________ Date of Payment: ___________________________________ 

If you want to volunteer with COAT please email coatsecretary@yahoo.com and tell us your area of 
interest. We are always looking for fresh new ideas. Thank You 

You can also mail this form with your payment to:  

COAT 

P.O. Box 27630 Houston, Texas 77227  

Prices are subject to change without notice. No refunds or exchanges. COAT is a 501( C )(6) non profit organization. 




